Influence of age and parity on the emotional care given to women experiencing miscarriages.
Obstetrical nurses (N = 309) participated in a study of the hypothetical influence of patients' age and parity status on nurses' emotional care for women who had experienced miscarriage. Vignettes in which age and parity were varied were mailed to the sample along with a questionnaire. After factor analysis, three measures of emotional care were used as the dependent variables: emotional seriousness, priority of care, and emotional support. Analysis of variance showed that the parity status of the woman was a significant variable in the nurses' perceptions of emotional seriousness and priority of care, but did not affect the nurses' perceptions of the need for emotional support. Age was not a significant variable in the three measures of emotional care.